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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appUcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Patrick Lujin on 09/1 3/06. 

I The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 43-49 have been canceled. 

• Adding new dependent claims 61-67, which depend from new independent claim 60 and 
correspond to dependent claims 51-57 (see new claims 61-67 in the attached document) 

• In the second line of claim 5 1 , inserting "a" before "menu" 

Claim 51 (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 50, wherein the window 
object is representative of a menu, the method further comprising the steps of : 
retrieving a set of menu entries for the menu; 
displaying the set of menu entries; 

receiving a menu entry selection signal indicative of the user interface selection 
device pointing at one of the menu entries; displaying a visual indication of the menu 
entry selection; blending the visual indication of the menu entry selection and any 
underlying graphics such that the visual indication of the menu entry selection 
progressively fades until it is no longer visible. 
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Claim 60 (Currently Amended), A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method of animating window objects on 
a display in a computer system having a graphical user interface including the 
display and a user interface selection device, the method comprising: 
obtaining a window object to be displayed on the display: 
attributing the window object a variable translucencv: 
compositing the window object with any underlying objects: and 
varying the translucencv of the window object to create an animation of the 
window object. 

Claim 61 (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 60, 

wherein the window object is representative of a menu, the method further 

comprising the steps of: 

retrieving a set of menu entries for the menu: 

displaying the set of menu entries: 

receiving a menu entry selection signal indicative of the user interface selection 

device pointing at one of the menu entries: 

displaying a visual indication of the menu entry selection: and 

blending the visual indication of the menu entry selection and any underlying 

graphics such that the visual indication of the menu entry selection progressively 

fades until it is no longer visible. 
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Claim 62 (Currently Amended) . The computer-readable medium of claim 61, 
wherein the step of displaying the visual indication includes highlighting the menu entry 
selection with a sohd color. 

Claim 63 (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 6L 
wherein the blending step includes progressively displaying the highlighted menu entry 
selection in a faded maimer. 

Claim 64 (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 61. 
wherein the st ep of displaying the visual indication includes attributing an opaqueness 
value to the visual indication. 

Claim 65 (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 64. 
wherein the o paqueness value is an integer having values between approximately 0 and 
255. 

Claim 66 (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 64. 
wherein the ble nding step includes reducing the opaqueness value attributed to the visual 
indication of the menu entry selection. 

Claim 67 (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 60 further 
comprising the step of displaying a visual indication of the window object, wherein the 
varying step inc ludes adjusting the translucencv of the window object such that the visual 
indication of the window object progressively fades in until it is fully non-translucent . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 50-67 are allowed over the prior art of records. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant has 
claimed uniquely distinct features in the instant invention which are not found in the prior art 
either singularly or in combination of a method of obtaining a window object to be displayed on 
the display; attributing the window object a variable translucency; compositing the window 
object with any imderlying objects; and varying the translucency of the window object to create 
an animation of the window object. 

The closest prior art, Gough and Frank discloses a conventional of the overlaying 
window having been rendered translucent, the opaque window portion within the overlapping; 
either singularly or in combination, fail to anticipate or render the above underline limitation 
obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-4053. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5 :00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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